ST PATRICK'S

HOCKEY CLUB

EST. 1954

Child Safeguarding Statement - Commitment to Child Safety

All children and young people that join St Patrick’s Hockey Club have a right to feel safe
and be safe. We are committed to ensuring the safety and wellbeing of all children and
young people that are involved in our sport.

We are committed to providing a welcoming and inclusive, child-safe and child-friendly
hockey environment, where children and young people are safe and feel safe, and can
actively participate in decisions that affect them.

At St Patrick’s Hockey Club, we have zero-tolerance for harm, abuse and/or neglect of a
child or young person and are committed to acting in the best interests of children and
young people and keeping them safe.

St Patrick’s Hockey Club regards its child safety responsibilities with the utmost
importance. We are committed to complying with child protection laws and
regulations, operating in a manner consistent with the National Principles for Child Safe
Organisations and the Hockey Australia Safeguarding Children and Young People Policy
and maintaining a culture that fosters child safety.

All members of the St Patrick’s Hockey Club community have a responsibility
individually and collectively to ensure that the wellbeing and safety of all children and
young people is at the forefront of all that they do and every decision that they make.

As part of our commitment to child safety, we:

e Promote our Statement of Commitment to Child Safety to our members,

e Have appointed a Child Safety Officer, whose role is to be a point of contact for
raising child safety concerns within St Pats, champion child safeguarding within
our club and with the Club Executive coordinating responses to any child safety
incidents that occur,

e Provide all our volunteers with information, instructions and access to training
so that they understand their role and what is required of them when working
with juniors,

e Have developed information which outlines in simple child-focused language
who our Child Safety Officer is, and what a junior player can do if they need to
speak to someone about a concern or have a complaint; and,

e Undertake an annual Child Safeguarding ‘self-assessment’ to ensure St Pats
operate in a manner that is consistent with the National Principles for Child Safe
Organisations.
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